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PRESS RELEASE – FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
INTERNATIONAL PUBLISHERS SUPPORT WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION CASES FILED AGAINST CHINA

Geneva, Switzerland, 11 April 2007

The International Publishers Association (IPA) expressed support for the two World Trade Organization (WTO) cases brought against China by the United States of America yesterday.

Says Ana Maria Cabanellas, President of IPA: “Piracy in China is not only a problem for US publishers but for authors and publishers from around the world. China must demonstrate that foreign, as well as domestic publishers, can protect their works against piracy.”

 “This is not just an economic problem but an ethical and moral issue. Many more books by famous Latin American authors appear in China than even in the Spanish or Portuguese language. These are false attributions that damage the reputation of the authors and show disrespect for the creativity and inspiration of authors.”

Adds Jens Bammel, Secretary General of IPA: “The complaints highlight a very important issue: The severely limited landscape for importation and distribution of printed works in China. 

Before the WTO this is chiefly a trade issue. A country the size of China needs to give outside trading partners better opportunities to make their works available in China. Foreign publishers need a level playing field. 

Ultimately, however, China must realize that it is in the country’s interests to promote a free and independent publishing marketplace, fair to both international and domestic publishers, trading freely across borders” 

More about IPA:

IPA, established in Paris in 1896, represents the publishing industry worldwide through 78 national, regional and specialised publishers associations in 66 countries. IPA is an accredited Non-Governmental Organisation enjoying consultative status to the United Nations. IPA seeks to promote and defend the fundamental freedoms to publish, to read and to write, defending the rights of authors and publishers to create and distribute intellectual works in complete freedom.

For further information, please contact: Jens Bammel at: bammel@ipa-uie.org or + 41 22 830 10 82

The Press Release about the WTO complaint can be found at: 

http://www.ustr.gov/Document_Library/Press_Releases/2007/April/United_States_Files_WTO_Cases_Against_China_Over_Deficiencies_in_Chinas_Intellectual_Property_Rights_Laws_Market_Access_Barr.html
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