IN SUPPORT OF THE GEZI PARK RESISTANCE

All kinds of censorship are contagious. The most insidious, hurtful and lethal sort is self-censorship. The weakening, numbing nature of self-censorship and its capacity to regulate reality, has given it an undeniable “legitimacy”. If societies become immune to this contagion, they shove free thought and reality into a black box. Somehow, these black boxes are almost always either missing or destroyed by power holders. 

If a person is unable to express his/her thoughts openly, then he/she is condemned to a false existence. Subjection to fear or intimidation is not a way of life, but a way of death. A tree may be a simple symbol but as long as it keeps on living, it’s a vital one. Those who wish to live freely are not puppets: Nobody can control another’s will to live, the most fundamental freedom of all, or one’s right to breathe. A society which does not breathe cannot think. A society unable to think regresses, it is imprisoned in a single opinion and thus forced into uniformity. It becomes the puppet of narrow-mindedness and bigotry. At that point, the soil upon which one lives ceases to be soil and becomes instead a blind spot. Societies build “places for living”, not “places for dying”.           

We believe that books written as a result of free, independent thinking comprise a sphere of freedom and that ties of friendship established via these books give birth to a real, transformative bond. We breathe through books, we exist with them, for free, independent and creative thinking are our passion; we want to know and share truth by disseminating knowledge and free thought.      

The Turkish media should demonstrate its willingness to open black boxes and tell the truth ‒ right away. 
The day has come to forge, together, freedom—freedom for those who are ignored, ostracized, deemed “a small minority” or “marginals”.  Now is the time to unite the aesthetics of different colours with the power of resistance and thus display the aesthetics of resistance. It is time for us to speak up and let it be known that we live fearlessly in favor of beauty, goodness, independence and that we exercise our right to breathe.

Lift this fog, this cloud of gas. Let everyone breathe, let minds to clear.

Arms are signs of cowardice.

People, like trees, are beautiful, so long as they stand.    
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